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Summary of FAO Conference April 16, 1948 
in Washington, D. C. 
Supplied the Extension Service 
by FAO Information office Seedy 
Layt 

The Council of FAO today neared the end of Bh, Seer: marked by im- 
portant policy decisions, affecting, the MOTH of the Food and “Agriculttre Or-" 
ganization. of | ey United Ngtione. "afr an ; 

During the aoe oa a. special session of the: full Conference of FAO 
also met in Washington and.by acclamation chose Norris .=, _Dodd,. ‘Under : *HECLE=.. 
tary of Agriculture af the United States” ‘Of “America,., to, succeed. ‘Sir John fen 
Boyd Orr as Director-General. The Conférence also: admitted Turkey and phere: “ei 
to FAO, yar sare wri BREE AP in the Organization to 57 nations. Sy 


ge aS a | “Work of the Counedd 9 oy. 
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The Council of. FAO, Known eee as the World Food Council, is Pier 


up of representatives of. 18 member nations and serves. .as the executive one 


of the Organization when the full Confefence is not. in seagion. It is meet- 
ing under the independent chairmanship of Viscount Bruce, of Melbourne, *' By: 
this morning (April 16) the Council had completed action on Panay all of 
the items on its’ aoe agenda, . Fhe Sadar 


Some of ‘the high. Lights. of the Council's ‘work follow: pro 


thie Coune1. eonaidered: ‘a report of the FAO. staff. on the world situ- 
kta ror’ food and egriculture, “which indicates that: despite some slight im- 
provements during: recent months the situdtion continues to be grave. "There 
are nd grounds for undue optimism," Lord Bruce pointed. out.’ "The world has 
not’ yet’ emerged :from. its difficulties, and the gains. that have been made 
could be wiped out by adverse. weather during the next, few. months." Sir John 
Orr, Director-General, told. the Council that FAO's. task is. to ‘provide the 
people of the world with adequate food, materials for. clothing; and timber 
for housing. Production must be expanded, for reserves are Aig ohh: and 
the population of the world. is. Raat set 


"2, It received the, rentee de" tne Piterpet lone. ‘Emergency Food Committee 
and heérd L. A. H. Peters, first vice chairman of. the Committee, comment that 
although there is room for “a modest ‘amount of cautious optimism," and appre- 
ciable progress can be made in meeting world requirements in the months 
ahead, those prospects have not yet materialized, and that ' ‘nations. should 
avoid irresponsible enthugiasm" about future possibilities, ° The Council ex- 
pressed agreement with the. report and approved a resolution that all govern- 
ments participating in the work of IEFC be asked to. submit “promptly “their 
views on past operations and current and future problems, especially their 
me eee as ca the usefulness of an allocations meee in the future. 

3s The: Council considered ‘the Director- Geneval' 8 ononteds report in 
work done since the last meeting of the Council last November. It directed 


the secretariat of the Council to draft a section of the final Council report 


err renting the reece of Na Riess animal diseases and infestation of 
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food in storage or in the field, calling upon member. nations’ to cooperate - 
fully in control measures, and directing the FAO to establish a central in- 
dex to information on the subject. . 


. 4, In reviewing special problems referred to the. Director-General at 
its last session. the Council urged continuance oF 4 study of fertilizer. ‘sup- 
plies and requirements, requested the Director- General to get in’ ‘touch with 
farm machinery manufacturers in studying world needs and production ‘possi- 
bilities, and. approved emergency, and longer term recommendations looking to 
international. action to expand commercial outlets. for, fresh fruits and vege- 
tables in Europe, a, <ccg 
aT the, Council ‘reviewed. the report of its Policy. Committee on Produc- 
tion and Distribution, analyzing the policy implications of the’ situation. 
It directed the secretariat to include in the final Council report a state- 
ment pointing out the continued world need for bread grains and urging maxi- 
mum. plantings in all. areas where spring sowing ig under May, or. will start 
goons... > % 
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‘6... The Council heard, reports, of FAO “prograis and Plans Por intelis itying - 
regional offices. az Sr. the secant one of, an. Interpational, Rice 
Council as recommended by the FAO Rice Conference held ‘recently in Baguio, on, 
Philippines. It also approved the reports of. the Baguio. conferences on fish- 
eries and nutrition. The fisheries report included a recommendation that 
governments. of the Southeast Asia area establish an Indo-Pacific.Fisheries 
Council. The achievements. of the FAO-ECE, timber. ‘committee. and the report of 
the -fourth. meeting of European National Committees were noted. and. approved, 
Endorsement was given by the Council, to the objectives of development. schemes 
to increase, essential Pood supplies quickly in Egypt. Syria, and Lebanon. 
The Council approved the convening of an international locust conference, as 
recommended by the FAO. Near East Conference. . : nape 
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Sheree of New Director-General 


At its opening session, April 6, the Cot ee GO Sir Carl Berendsen, 
of New Zealand, as its chairman, and named three. vice chairmen--Henrik de 
Kauffman, of, Denmark; Mohamed Amin Zeid of Beye, and. DY eg Newton de geatue 

Belleza, of Brazil. ues 
! On April 1h the. General Comnitites of the conference. ‘recommended ou 

appointment of Mr... Dodd as Director-General, and. the, report. was. aeceptgs by 

eine ye without. a formal ballot. . oC nese 
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mee His’ appointment riins through the close of the 1950 session. of the . 
FAO Confererice ‘and’ is renewable at that time for any period agreed upon mu- 
tually. re kes ati ee erie Sy) Tee ty 7 ae 

Accepting the post’ of Director-General, Mr. ‘Dodd laid eupnesss on n the 
need for concrete, practical action by. and within each nation, ."Nevertheless, 2 


he cata "in FAO the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. This Organi- 
gation's work is a stronger force than any separate efforts could be, because 
of our mutual pledge to take action, nation by nation, and nation together 
with nation, in order to feed the world better and to improve the lot of the 
world's rural people. I do not say that FAO alone can bring the world a bet- 
ter and more secure food supply. But I do say FAO can help. I do not say 
that food alone will bring order, decency, and peace into the world. But TI 
do believe that there can be no peace in a hungry world." 


Recalling the early days of FAO, Sir John Orr said; "I warned the FAO 
Conference at Quebec that it would be a miracle if FAO ever succeeded, but 
that as we live in an age of miracles we must try because there was no other 
hope for humanity--if FAO failed the world would drift into chaos. I believe 
that profoundly today. The miracle is taking place: ... 


"We all know that the world is now so small that the nations must coop- 
erate or we will drift into another war of mutual destruction. It is diffi- 
cult to get nations to cooperate on a political level--the world is torn by 
political strife--but through FAO the nations are cooperating. . . ae 


Turning to Mr. Dodd, Sir John said: "Now, sir, you take over, It is 
the most worth-while job in the world. . .. Under your leadership, FAO will 
attain its objectives. Its motto is 'Fiat Panis'--let bread be produced. I 
am sure, sir, that under your leadership the earth will give its food, the 
people will prosper, the nations will cooperate to this end. In producing a 
world of plenty they will lay the foundation for a world of peace. Sir, 
millions in all continents are looking to you... ." 


Mr. Dodd has been Under Secretary of Agriculture in the Government of the 
United States since April 1946, He has been associated with the administra- 
tion of national farm programs since 1933.. 


He was head of the United States delegation at the second session of the 
FAO Conference in Copenhagen in 1946, He was named U. S. delegate to the FAO 
Preparatory Commission to study world food program proposals. He was U.S 
delegate to the Third Session of the FAO Conference in Geneva in 1947. He 
has served as chief U.. S.. representative at both sessions of the recently or- 
ganized Council of FAO. He was named chairman of the U. S. delegation to the 
International Wheat Council in January of this year, and has long sen & mem- 
ber of that Council. 


Mr. Dodd still operates a 2,000-acre farm located in the irrigated area 
near Haines, Oreg., devoted to wheat, barley, hay, and pasture, He has been 
a livestock producer for many years, and specializes in Hereford cattle. 


Mr. Dodd was born July 20, 1879, in Chickasaw County, Iowa. He lived 
in North and South Dakota before settling in Oregon in 1900. After several 
years as a pharmacist, he began in 1910 to devote his full time to farming. 
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